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CORPORATION OF HAMILTON 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021, 10:00 am 

Online Remote 

 
Present: Councillor John Harvey, MBE, JP, Chairman 

 Rt. Wor. Charles R. Gosling, JP 
 Councillor Henry Ming 
 Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 
 Councillor Jenefer Brimmer 
 Michael Branco, JP - Associate Member 

  
Apologies: Councillor George Scott, JP 

 Councillor Nicholas Swan 
  

Staff: CEO/City Secretary - Dwayne A. Caines, JP 
 CFO/Acting City Secretary – Tanya Iris 
 COO/City Engineer - Patrick Cooper 
 Director of Marketing & Communications – Jessica Astwood 
 Public Relations Manager - Helen Zoellner 

  
Apologies: Assistant City Engineer - Charles Waters 

  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Confirmation of Notice 

The CEO/City Secretary confirmed that the appropriate notices of the meeting were duly given 
according to the Meeting Guide. 

2. Role of the Chairman 

Councillor John Harvey confirmed his role as the Chairman. 

3. Open Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 10.00 am. 
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4. Apologies 

The CEO/City Secretary confirmed that apologies had been received from Councillor G. Scott and 
Councillor N. Swan.  Councillor J. Brimmer would join the meeting later and Mr. Michael Branco, 
Associate Member, would leave the meeting at 11.00 am. 

5. Public Participation/Presentation 

There was no public participation/presentation. 

6. Correspondence 

6.1 Hamilton Lions Club 

The Chairman referred to the letter received from the Hamilton Lions Club, dated 7 April 
2021.  The letter requested that a Cedar tree which had been donated to the Club, be 
planted in one of the City parks.  The tree had been donated to the Hamilton Lions Club 
in honor of passed Members and also for Environment Awareness Month.  This would be 
an annual event in continued support for the people of Bermuda.  The COO/City Engineer 
said that there would be a Memorial Street Tree/Street Bench Policy which would be used 
to implement the request. The Mayor said that other recent tree plantings and notable 
seasonal changes in foliage would be mentioned in the PR. 

ACTION: 

Respond to the Hamilton Lions Club to agree to their request to plant a tree in a City park 
and arrange PR which could include other recent tree plantings and notable seasonal 
changes in foliage.  (COO/City Engineer) 

7. Minutes of the Previous Infrastructure Committee Meeting dated 10 March 2021 (Public 
Session) 

Proposed:  Councillor H. Ming 

Seconded:  Councillor R. Edwards 

The Minutes were accepted as read. 

8. Matters Arising from the Previous Infrastructure Committee Meeting dated 10 March 2021 
(Public Session) 

8.1 Emmanuel Baptist Church - Driveway 

Respond to the letter from TAG Ltd, The Architcecture Group, and the request for 
financial assistance.  The COH would support the resurfacing of the driveway between the 
Emmanuel Church building and the Gordons Green park area, as the COH already had an 
easement agreement with the Church for access.  Request a detailed design with an 
accurate estimate of the cost.  The level of financial assistance would be agreed by 
Recommendation at the next meeting. (COO/City Engineer) Action item had not been 
completed. 
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RESOLUTION: 

That the Board approve the amount of $........................, as financial assistance to the 
Emmanuel Baptist Church for the resurfacing of the driveway between the Church and 
Gordons Green, in partnership for the existing easement for COH access to the park area. 

Tabled 
 

8.2 Bermuda Karting Club - Hamilton Grand Prix 

Suggest to Mr. Scott Barnes, weekend dates in September 2021, instead of the proposed 
weekend of 15-16 May 2021, as it related to the Bermuda Karting Club Hamilton Grand 
Prix and the Government permissions for numbers gathering during COVID-19. (Director 
of Marketing & Communications)  On hold until the fall.  Action item had not been 
completed. 

Once a weekend date in September 2021 had been confirmed, await the outcome of Mr. 
Scott Barnes' communications with Emmanuel Baptist Church and Government's 
permission on gatherings at that time, as it related to the Bermuda Karting Club Hamilton 
Grand Prix. (Director of Marketing & Communications)  On hold until the fall.  Action 
item had not been completed. 

Contact Mr. Scott Barnes of the Bermuda Karting Club to thank him for his presentation 
at the Infrastructure Committee Meeting held on 17 February 2021.  Inform him that the 
Committee would support hosting the Grand Prix at a date and time to be agreed, 
providing the churches were in support and Government regulations regarding large 
gatherings of 6,000 people would be permitted.  (Director of Marketing & 
Communications)  On hold until the fall.  Action item had not been completed. 

8.3 Island Trading 

Instruct the lawyer to send legal notice to Island Trading to the effect that the COH would 
not entertain a claim of ownership and contact Mr. Roger Sherratt to request a signed 
Affidavit to the contents of his prior letter written to Island Trading outlining the COH 
terms, as it related to the containers utilising the car parking bays at Cavendish Street car 
park. (COO/City Engineer)  The COO/City Engineer had contacted Mr. Roger Sherratt who 
could not recall the letter to Island Trading and therefore an Affidavit would not be 
possible.  Mr. Sherratt suggested that his Action Item to write the letter would have been 
recorded in the Minutes.  The Action Item had been found in the Minutes, whereby a 
letter would be written to Island Trading to state the COH's position which would not 
grant any license or easement over the Cavendish Car Park property.  The lawyers would 
draft a letter to Island Trading taking into consideration the land possession laws.  The 
lawyers were aware that Mr. Ian Hind, retired, Senior Engineer at the time, had recently 
signed an Affidavit that the letter had been given to Island Trading.  It was assumed, 
therefore, that Island Trading were in receipt of the letter. Action item had not been 
completed. 
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8.4 Traffic Issues Review and Design Report 

Carry out community consultation on the proposals as it related to the change of use for 
the six (6) parking bays on Laffan Street and the six (6) parking bays on Washington Street. 
On hold. (City Engineer)  Action item had not been completed. 

8.5 Residential Parking 

Ascertain whether the Department of Works & Engineering would permit teachers and 
residents to park on their proposed asphalting of the grass area to the left of the 
entrance to the School, in light of the denial to the COH to provide a gravel parking area 
on the north of the School field. The CEO/City Secretary said that both the School and 
COH were in agreement to develop the parking area.  The Department of Works & 
Engineering had been contacted and responded saying that the future of the school 
would be uncertain and no decision on the car parking area could be made. Action item 
completed. 

8.6 Rose Cottage 

Send a letter to KPMG and companies on Par-La-Ville Road in order to find out if there 
would be any interest in leasing Rose Cottage for residential or commercial use, in its 
current state. (Public Relations Manager)  Action item had not been completed. 

8.7 Traffic Flow on Ewing Street 

Ascertain from the Bermuda Police Service serious accident statistics at the junction at 
Ewing Street and determine whether a speed bump would be beneficial. (COO/City 
Engineer)  A list of accidents had been received from the City Constable and the COO/City 
Engineer concluded that there had  been no serious accidents in the area.  The CEO/City 
Secretary said that the BPS would respond with a more detailed analysis. Action item had 
not been completed. 

The Chairman said that it had come to his notice that a customer of the business on Ewing 
Street, without a Residential Parking Permit, illegally parked on the north side of Ewing 
Street where there was no parking bay, had been ticketed for parking over the restriction 
of one (1) hour.  Parking on the south side had been provided for residents.  The CEO/City 
Secretary reminded the meeting that businesses would not be permitted a dedicated 
parking bay in accordance with the Policy.  Councillor Edwards continued to express her 
concerns around the traffic on Ewing Street.  The COO/City Engineer said that every effort 
would be made to assist the public with parking needs wherever there was available space 
to do so and within the guidelines of the law. Discussion ensued. 

The Chairman reminded the meeting that the Infrastructure Committee had made a site 
visit to Ewing Street to consider the issues of traffic flow and why its layout could not be 
changed before consideration of BPS serious accident reports.  He said that the 
Infrastructure Committee's decision to beautify Ewing Street, in consultation with the 
emergency services regulations and law and at great expense, now appears not fully 
supported by the Committee. He said that the current layout would be difficult to change, 
but rather explain the purpose and reasons why the current layout was approved, 
together with alternative legal parking options, and communicate that to the business 
owner. 
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The COO/City Engineer said that the proposal for a speed bump on Ewing Street would 
not be a viable option.  He suggested removing the car parking bay on the median at the 
western end to open up the sight line.   Councillor Edwards suggested that car parking 
bays on the median should be moved to the left side of the street at the sidewalk to allow 
emergency vehicles to safely enter the street.  The COO/City Engineer said that Ewing 
Street was designed as a pedestrian area and to move the parking bays over to the 
sidewalk would encourage vehicular traffic. 

ACTION: 

Write an explanation of the purpose and reasons why the current layout was approved, 
together with alternative legal parking options, and communicate that to the business 
owner.  (COO/City Engineer) 

ACTION: 

Discuss with Councillor Edwards and Councillor Ming, whether the first residential parking 
bay on the median on Ewing Street should be removed and whether the parking bays on 
the median should be moved to the left side of the road over the sidewalk, in order to 
give emergency vehicles entering Ewing Street from the west a clearway down the street.  
(COO/City Engineer) 

9. Resolutions Approved by the Minister 

That the Board approve the waiver of the street rental fees for the Bermuda Tourism Authority's 
Alfresco Dining Festival. Note that this will not include waiving the fees for labour for this event. 

10. Recommendations for Review 

There were no Recommendations for review. 

11. Status Updates 

11.1 Marketing & Communication 

- Marketing Town Crier walking tours were being offered free of charge to residents 

- Venue Marketing Strategy 

- Drive in Movie had been postponed to either the fall.  

- Taste of Bermuda - end-September 2021 - businesses to partner with COH. 

- Bermuda Marquee Sign competition was underway - closes end April - venue would be 
decided. 
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11.2 Take Note:  Project Charters 2021 

- Victoria Street bathrooms renovation was underway.  

- Pier-6 renovation design drawings were ongoing.  The construction drawings had been 
completed.  The Mechanical and electrical drawings were ongoing.  Once completed, the 
design package would go to the Planning Department for approval and sent out for 
tender.   

-  Solar project on Front Street Pump Station was completed and online.  Module canopy 
solar unit designs were underway for the car parks at Bull's Head, Par-La-Ville and City 
Hall. 

- Albuoys Point tender had been approved and awaited a start date from the contractor. 

- Hoarding at Point House had been removed.  Traffic lights and street lighting at the Front 
Street junction was being installed. Completion and commissioning by the overseas 
consultants would be delayed due to travel restrictions. 

- #5 car park civil works were done.  Installation of barriers and pay stations ongoing. 

- City Hall theatre dressing room renovation tenders estimates had been received and 
were extremely high at around $300,000.  The design would be reconsidered with the 
lowest bidder.  As the dressing rooms were a priority, it was suggested that the budget 
for the project could be pooled from all the theatre renovations budgets to complete the 
project.  It was noted that the other theatres were currently closed.  It was also suggest 
that the sound system, lighting booth and audio/video equipment in the dressing room, 
needed to be upgraded and could be incorporated in the renovation.  It was suggested 
that a recess be built at the southern wall to house the lighting booth which occupied ten 
(10) theatre seats.  This would not be possible as the southern wall was the main facade 
of a Grade I listed building.  

- Union Street sidewalk refurbishment from Dundonald Street to Angle Street, replacing 
the current surfaces with concrete and brick and installing new conduit for 
lighting.  Thanks were given for the way the businesses and residents had been informed 
that the work would be undertaken.   

- Repairing trip hazards had been the focus over the last year as the public had become 
aware that they could make insurance claims against the City. 

Councillor Edwards asked whether a speed bump could be installed on Angle Street as 
traffic was not stopping at the junction with Union Street. 

Councillor Brimmer noted from the Extra Duty Police officer's reports that Fish N Tings 
had expressed a wish for parking for its patrons. 

ACTION: 

Investigate the junction at Angle Street and Union Street, as it related to slowing the 
traffic entering Union Street and nearby parked cars. (COO/City Engineer) 
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12. Budget Wish List 

Obtain any Budget Wish List submissions from Councillor G. Scott, Chairman of the Residents 
Advisory Committee, in his absence, prior to the next meeting to be held on 8 April 2021. 
Councillor Ming said that the Residents Advisory Committee had been requested to make 
submissions for the Budget Wish List.  The Recording Secretary said that the request had been 
made to Councillor G. Scott but no response had been received. Action item completed. 

ACTION: 

Forward to the Residents Advisory Committee to be held on 6 May 2021, to discuss submissions 
for the Budget Wish List, on the return of the Chairman, Councillor G. Scott. (CEO/City Secretary) 
 

13. Any Other Business 

13.1 Naming of Residents Advisory Committee 

Councillor Brimmer asked how the Residents Advisory Committee had been formed and 
named.  The Mayor said that, under Mayor Outerbridge, two committees had been 
formed, a Business Committee and a Residents Committee.  The businesses had rather 
sought lobbying groups, while the residents did not have that opportunity.  Councillor 
Brimmer had noted that North East Hamilton businesses did not appear to be involved in 
the business sector. Councillor Harvey said that, as a member of the Council for the 
business sector for many years, it had never met with businesses in respect of City 
matters. The Mayor said that the COH would be available to all businesses in the City.  He 
said that the Bermuda Economic Development Corporation for small businesses, had a 
mandate to oversee the various economic development zones, one of which was North 
Hamilton, therefore the Committee would duplicate its efforts.  The COH had invited an 
executive member of the BEDC to sit on the Residents Advisory Committee to represent 
businesses and who would be aware of the COH's focus on businesses in North 
Hamilton.  It was also noted that the Residents Advisory Committee had not reached out 
to residents in the City living outside of North Hamilton. 

Mr. Michael Branco left the meeting at 11.00 am. 

13.2 Car Washing on the Streets 

Forwarded from the Residents Advisory Committee meeting held on 4 March 2021, to 
make a Recommendation to grant written permission for three (3) persons specified by 
Councillor Brimmer, to be allowed to wash cars on the street for income, as referenced 
in the Hamilton Traffic & Sidewalks Ordinance 1988, Article 30. (Recording 
Secretary)  Councillor Brimmer said that she knew of three (3) individuals who had been 
washing cars for income on the street for many years, without being given warnings by 
the police. A recent incident had involved one (1) individual where a police officer's 
approach had induced an altercation resulting in confusion and possible arrest, to which 
Councillor Edwards had been called to defuse.  She asked whether these individuals could 
be allowed to continue by written permission from the COH in accordance with the 
Ordinance and inquired what the process would be.  The CEO/City Secretary thanked 
Councillor Brimmer for rightfully representing her constituents.  He said that a police 
officer would not be required to placate an individual whilst enforcing the law.  He 
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suggested that a list of registered car washing vendors be forwarded to the police. 
Councillor Ming said that the criteria should include locations which would be off limits. 
The Mayor said that the COH could not create a precedence for individuals but should 
consider the community as a whole.  A list of car washing vendors had previously been 
tried without success, as well as, permitted car washing initiatives at designated sites 
around the City had not worked.  The COO/City Engineer said that attempts to regulate 
car washing had been ongoing for many years and been unsuccessful.  The individuals 
mentioned would not fit well into the constructs of policies and regulations and asked 
why the COH would not allow car washing on the streets.  Councillor Edwards noted that 
the car washing operated within paid for parking bays. 

ACTION: 

Arrange a meeting with Councillor Brimmer, Councillor Edwards, Councillor Ming and the 
COO/City Engineer to discuss criteria and develop a discussion policy paper, as it relates 
to car washing in the City and make Recommendation to the Infrastructure Committee. 
(CEO/City Secretary) 

13.3 Reid Street Requests 

The Chairman referred to the letter from Mr. Michael Branco dated 10 March 2021.  The 
letter makes three (3) requests on behalf of the retailers on the Reid Street extension.  

15-minute Parking - a request to convert one parking bay at Rock Island Coffee into a 15-
minute bay to allow customers to visit nearby stores for curbside pickup or a purchase. 
The COO/City Engineer said that there would be no charge for 15-minute bays in 
accordance with the Ordinance, however, it would be difficult for traffic wardens to 
regulate.  The Mayor noted that such a bay would serve all the retailers in the area and 
not be dedicated to one retailer which was not permitted under the Ordinance.  
Councillor Brimmer noted that previous requests for dedicated 15-minute parking bays 
had been denied on Reid Street and care should be taken not to set a precedent.  
Councillor Edwards noted the COH cones at the Party Store on King Street, dedicating a 
parking bay to the store.  The store would be contacted with a view to removing the cones 
which had been permitted for pickup during the previous lockdown period.  Parking bays 
could not be reserved by payment for individual retailers.  

Parking Sign - a request to move the parking sign mounted on a pole directly in front of 
BluKids store located at 46 Reid Street, be moved west by 10 ft to the property line 
between BluKids and Nest so that the parking sign would not block retail store 
signage.  The COO/City Engineer would visit the site and consider whether it could be 
moved.  

Christmas Lights - a request from the retailers on the Reid Street extension for Christmas 
lights to enhanced their stores and December events.  The COO/City Engineer said that a 
review had been carried out several years ago to consider Christmas street lighting at 
retail hubs throughout the City.  It was decided that a more focused project, done well, 
would be very effective and at the same time reduce the annual cost. Although the effect 
of the lights were phenominal, the Ebony trees on the Reid Street extension would take 
several weeks to decorate properly and would be expensive with a labour cost of around 
$5,000.  Although much of the Christmas lighting remained in place year round, checks 
and repairs would be carried out annually utilising manpower and equipment for several 
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months.  The Mayor suggested that the lights could be turned on at special times of 
celebration throughout the year and not just at Christmas but that would be considered 
again once the City was fully open.  The COO/City Engineer said that resources would 
need to be found and that, should there be an opportunity, the Reid Street extension 
would be considered for Christmas lighting. 

ACTION: 

Add to the City Parking Strategy review by the Parking Superintendent, criteria as it 
related to 15-minute parking bays, free of charge.  The draft document would be 
presented to the Infrastructure Committee, as it related to the letter from Mr. Michael 
Branco dated 10 March 2021 on behalf of retailers on the Reid Street extension. (CEO/City 
Secretary) 

ACTION: 

Contact the Party Store on King Street which had COH cones dedicating the parking bay 
at the store for pickup during the previous lockdown period, with a view to removing the 
cones. (COO/City Engineer) 

ACTION: 

Visit the site at BluKids store located at 46 Reid Street, with a view to moving the parking 
sign west by 10 ft to the property line between BluKids and Nest, as it related to the letter 
from Mr. Michael Branco dated 10 March 2021 on behalf of retailers on the Reid Street 
extension. (COO/City Engineer) 

ACTION: 

Respond to Mr. Michael Branco's letter dated 10 March 2021 as it related to requests by 
the retailers on the Reid Street extension; consideration would be given to the 15-minute 
parking bay at Rock Island Coffee, consideration would be given to repositioning the sign 
at BluKids and Christmas lighting would be a first option should funds become available. 
(COO/City Engineer) 

13.4 Paradiso Cafe Ltd Request 

The Chairman referred to the email from Paradiso Cafe Ltd dated 17 March 2021, 
requesting permission to position a Smoothie Machine on the sidewalk at the Paradiso 
Cafe, Washington Mall.  The COO/City Engineer said that the business had been given 
permission use the outside area for alfresco dining.   The Director of Marketing and 
Communication said that if further information would be obtained, the initiative could be 
considered under the Food Concession Policy.   

ACTION: 

Respond to the Paradiso Cafe Ltd's email dated 17 March 2021 with a Food Concession 
application in order to obtain further information, as it related to the request for a 
Smoothie Machine on the sidewalk at the Washington Mall on Reid Street. (COO/City 
Engineer) 
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13.5 Taxi Parking Bay on Par-La-Ville Road North 

The Chairman said that a taxi parking bay on Par-La-Ville Road North had been approved 
several months ago.  Councillor Edwards had requested the parking bay near the KPMG 
and Royal Gazette buildings.  The COO/City Engineer said that the project had fallen 
behind and had now been created as determined best by the Parking Manager.  

13.6 Remote Viewing of the Public Session Board Meetings 

Forwarded from the Board meeting held on 7 April 2021, to discuss options for opening 
up the Public Session Board Meeting to the public for remote viewing. (CEO/City 
Secretary)  The CEO/City Secretary said that he had been contacted by several members 
of the public wishing to view the Public Session of the Corporation Board meetings. The 
Mayor clarified that public participation/presentations would be known before the 
meeting and the items added to the Agenda in the usual way, with zoom invitations sent 
to the participants.  Thereafter, participants could join the public viewing of the zoom 
meetings being broadcast via YouTube. 

RESOLUTION: 

That the Board approve the Public Session of the Corporation of Hamilton Board Meetings 
on Zoom, would be viewed live via YouTube.  Public participation/ presentations would 
be known before the meetings and the items added to the Agenda in the usual way, with 
zoom invitations sent to the public participants for the duration of the 
participation/presentations.  Thereafter, participants could join the public viewing of the 
zoom meetings being broadcast via YouTube. 

Proposed: Councillor H. Ming 

Seconded: Councillor J. Brimmer 

Unanimous 
 

13.7 Alfresco Dining Request - Port O Call and Astwood Arms 

A request had been received, together with landlords’ permissions, for temporary 
Alfresco Dining to be erected on the sidewalk, with a walk-around in the parking lane, 
outside of Port O Call and Astwood Arms restaurants on Front Street.  The COO/City 
Engineer clarified that all new paid Alfresco Dining leases were signed by the 
landlord.  Temporary Alfresco Dining is free until 30 June 2021, which may be extended. 

The Mayor declared a conflict of interest. 
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RESOLUTION: 

That the Board approve Alfresco Dining at Port O Call and Astwood Arms restaurants on 
Front Street, Hamilton. 

Proposed: Councillor H. Ming 

Seconded: Councillor J. Brimmer 

Motion Passed 

13.8 SSL - Demurrage Suspension during Stay at Home Order 

The CEO/City Secretary said that a request had been received from Mr. Warren Jones of 
Stevedoring Services Limited, requesting suspension of the demurrage charge during the 
Stay at Home Order, as there would be limited container movement on the Dock during 
the period.  It was agreed to suspend demurrage until further notice and containers be 
collected at no charge during the period.  When the Stay at Home Order expired, SSL and 
COH would meet within 48 hours to decide when demurrage would be reinstated.  It was 
noted that shipping would continue to offload on the dock throughout the Stay at Home 
Order with only containers of essential goods being collected. 

 ACTION: 

 Respond to the request by Mr. Warren Jones of Stevedoring Services Limited, that the 
Infrastructure Committee agreed to suspend the demurrage charge for the duration of 
the Stay at Home Order and arrange a meeting between SSL and COH within 48 hours of 
its expiry to decide on a date for reinstatement. (CEO/City Secretary) 

14. Motion to Move to Restricted Session 

Proposed:  Mayor, Charles Gosling 

Seconded:  Councillor J. Brimmer 

 
 


